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Niemand,
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Juandré

instructor
technician, and the only certified
Cresto rescue kit inspection and
servicing technician in all of

Africa, traveled to Egypt to
conduct thorough inspections
and servicing of rescue kits in
wind turbines in Egypt. Having
previously traveled to Egypt
twice to facilitate training
sessions, Juandré's expertise
and his insights are invaluable
for understanding the critical
role of rescue kit maintenance in
ensuring the safety and
efficiency of wind turbine
operations. Below, Juandré
shares his experience in Egypt,
safety challenges, and the
importance of his work:

What some of the
faced while

were

challenges you
working on wind farms in Egypt?

The language barriers, the
extreme heat in summer and high
wind speeds.

How did the local team in Egypt
support your work, and what

was it like collaborating with
them?

I've been to Egypt three times,
with  different groups, and
everyone has always been very
helpful and supportive and they
always want to know when I'm
coming back.

Were there any unique safety
considerations you had to keep
in mind while working in Egypt?

Yes, snakes and scorpios. There
are also wild dogs running
around - some of them are very
aggressive.

How did this trip compare to
your previous trips to Egypt?

Did you do the same type of
work last time?

My first two trips to Egypt were
for training. Both my first and
second trip were to facilitate
training - first BST and second
ART. My last trip was to inspect
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and re-vacuum seal 7 Cresto
rescue kits that were opened at
customs in Egypt.

Can you explain what Cresto
rescue kit inspections and

servicing entails for those who

might not be familiar with it?
What specific tasks did you
perform during the inspection
and servicing of the rescue kits?

Inspections are done to check for
damage to the rescue device,
ropes, slings and all the other
accessories. In Egypt | inspected
all 7 rescue kits that were opened
by customs and | repacked and
re-vacuum sealed all.

What are some common issues
you encounter during rescue kit

inspections, and how do you
address them?

Often the ropes are far too long
for the wind turbine generator
(WTG). For example, when the
hub of the WTG is 65m, but the
rope in the rescue kit is 150m
long, that would be a major risk
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for the technicians working in
that turbine in the event of an
emergency where the rescue kit
needs to be used.

How important are regular
inspections and servicing of

rescue kits for the safety of wind
turbine technicians?

It is very important to do a
vacuum inspection once a year
by a competent person that is
trained by the manufacturer. |
am a Cresto Level 3 competent
person that can inspect and
service all the Cresto rescue kits
in the whole of Africa. Only a
competent person is certified to
do a vacuum inspection and pass
or fail the equipment. After the
inspection, it needs to be labeled
with a new inspection sticker and
the box needs to be sealed. If the
bag is not vacuum sealed it
needs to be removed from the
WTG immediately.

Servicing needs to be conducted
every 10 years from the date of
manufacture of the kit. During
servicing the following is done:
the rope, slings, bolts that holds
the covers of the rescue device
together, the seals in the inside,
the pulley and the brake pads are
replaced, and the gear and shaft
are greased. When the service is
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completed the rescue kit is
vacuum sealed and a new
inspection sticker and seals are
added.

How was your overall
experience travelling to Egypt
for wind industry work? Do you

enjoy travelling and do you find
it rewarding? What do you enjoy
most about travelling for work?

My work experience in Egypt is
always good. The people are
friendly. We always stay in
beautiful resorts were we can
relax next to the red see or
swimming pools after a long day
of work in the heat. | enjoy
traveling for work because you
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meet a lot of new people and
make new friends. You also see
how things work differently in
other countries.

What advice would you give to
other technicians who might be

interested in traveling abroad
for work in the wind industry?

Be prepared to work long hours in
extreme and/or unfamiliar

weather conditions. Be prepared
for long drives to and back from
site, and also the challenge of
language barriers. If you get the
opportunity, go for it, it is worth
it. Make it count and also go and
enjoy the experience.
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What did you study or what
training do you have in your
field?

What work experience do you
have in your field?

What do you enjoy most about
your role and working at
SP-Wind?

How was vyour first month
working at SP-Wind? What has
been the highlight or favourite
moment?

What is different about your role
and working for SP-Wind in
comparison to your past
working experience in your
field?

What training did you do and
how was your overall
experience of the training?

How has the training helped you
in your current role?

What is the most interesting
thing you have learned so far
about the wind industry?
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